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that air raids were increasing at a great pace and that the
Battle of the Atlantic was affecting the grocers' bills. There
had been black-out regulations in operation after November
1939, but the Prospect had never taken them very seriously
until the autumnal raids of 1940. Then the mutual watchful-
ness of the neighbours was stimulated to the pitch of acerbity.
Mr Copper of Caxton, in spite of his mature years, almost had
a fight with a young fool on leave who was actually smoking
a cigarette ! outside one of the Celestial Prospect villas, and he
followed this up by a denunciatory visit to the Brighthampton
Police. The Brighthampton Police asked Mr Copper if he
couldn't perhaps do something to help, instead of just giving
trouble,
Mr Copper was before all things a clear-headed man.
" It's come to a point when people like us have got to look
after things a bit," he said to Mr Pildington. " We ought to
have some sort of Vigilantes about.**
Mr Pildington thought there ought to be a Committee of
Public Safety. " There's people," he said, " been coming up
air raid nights and sleeping out on the links. It isn't safe.
It isn't—orderly. We ought to call a meeting." In a week
the idea was well in hand. There was a suggestion that either
Sir Humbert Compostella or Lord Foundry, formerly Sir
Adrian von Stahlheim, be made chairman, but Sir Humbert,
it seemed, was on a mission to America for an indefinite period,
with his entire family, to organise American and British
trade relations, and Lord Foundry v*as too deeply occupied
with the production of munitions to be able to spare the
time. He was known to advocate the production of tanks
of the land ironclad type on a large scale, but so far the
British military authorities had only been badly defeated
twice by these unsportsmanlike weapons, and Lord Foundry
had an up-hill job to put his ideas into operation. By the
summer of '41, however, he was making the country tank-
conscious. But I anticipate. The meeting was in October, '40.
There was some doubt about inviting Mr Droop to the meeting.
** I can't stand that leg-pulling of his," said Mr Copper,
" when it comes to serious things."

